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CONFIDENTIAL KUWAIT 1680 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: EAID, FT, KU 

SUBJECT: DJIBOUTI PRESIDENT VISIT TO KUWAIT 

REF: ABU DHABI 730 

1 . DJIBOUTI PRES. HASSAN GOULED LEFT KUWAIT MARCH 20 
AFTER THREE-DAY VISIT, DURING WHICH HE AND HIS PARTY HELD 
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC TALKS WITH THE AMIR, HIER APPARENT/ 

PRI MIN, DEPUTY PRI MIN/FON MIN AND OFFICIALS OF THE KUWAIT 
FUND FOR ARAB ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (KFAED). GOULED'S 
STATEMENT TO THE PRESS HIGHLIGHTED THE DISRUPTION TO HIS 
GOVERNMENT'S FINANCIAL SITUATION CAUSED BY THE INFLUX OF 
REFUGEES FROM THE SOMALI-ETHIOPIAN WAR, WHICH HE 
ASSERTED HAD NEARLY DOUBLED THE DJIBOUTI POPULATION. PRESS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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TREATMENT OF THE VISIT CONVEYED THE IMPRESSION THAT GOULED 
HAD COME TO KUWAIT MAINLY SEEKING FUNDS. 

2. KUWAITI OFFICIAL INVOLVED IN STATE VISITS, SHEIKH 
IBRAHIM AL-SABAH, ASST. UNDER SEC OF MINISTRY OF AMIRI 
DIWAN AFFAIRS, CONFIRMED TO EMBOFF THAT GOULED HAD 
ASKED GOK FINANCIAL SUPPORT AND THAT SUCH SUPPORT, IF 
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PROVIDED, WOULD BE CHANNELED THROUGH KFAED. HE ASSERTED THAT 
THE DJIBOUTI PARTY HAD NOT DEFINED ITS REQUIREMENTS, IN 
TERMS OF SPECIFIC PROJECTS, TO THE DEGREE WHICH ALLOWED 
IMMEDIATE KFAED CONSIDERATION. HE ADDED THAT WHEN THIS 
WERE DONE, KFAED MIGHT WISH TO SEND A STUDY TEAM TO 
DJIBOUTI TO STUDY THE PROPOSED PROJECTS. 

3. COMMENT: THE KUWAITIS SEEM TO HAVE BEEN LESS 
FORTHCOMING THAN THE UAE GOVERNMENT, WHICH REPORTEDLY 
AGREED TO PROVIDE SEVERAL MILLION DOLLARS IN CASH GRANTS TO 
DJIBOUTI DURING GOULED'S VISIT THERE MARCH 14-18 (REFTEL). 

THIS ACCORDS, HOWEVER, WITH THE NORMALLY DELIBERATE AND 
CONSERVATIVE APPROACH OF THE GOK TO REQUESTS FOR FOREIGN 
AID. 
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